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TEXANS HAVE LITrLE PROTECTION FROM

UNSAFE FOREIGN PRODUCTS

Dear Readers:

A lot of public concern is b_ng expressed about the safety of products
made in China and third-world countries. I wonder _ the pub_c would
also be concerned if _ realized that the Texas legislature has effectively

diminated our right to go to court for injuries or deaths caused by these

products?

A young mother recently brought her two year old son, Hayden, into
my law office. A finger on Hayden_ dominant hand had been amputated
when his finger was caught in the metal pinch point of a children's toy

set. Met_ pinch points are a recognized hazard, and they violate the
minimum safety standards for children_ products. Nonethdes_ a
well-known national retailer had sold th_ unsafe toy set to Hayden_

mother.

Hayden is faring expensive reconstructive surgery and protracted
therap_ By the most optimistic medic_ prognofi_ he wi_ always be

disfigured. H_ oppo_unities to excd in certain sports, mufical activities,

and profesfions will _ways be rimmed. Hayden's mother needed hdp,
and she wanted to make sure that this never happened to another child.

Unfortunately, this toy set was manufactured in China. I had to explain
to this mother that in the name of protecting the _nnocent retailer,"

the Texas legi_ature in 2003 granted immunity to every business that

had profited _om the sale of this unsafe product, except for the shop
somewhere in China that actually made this toy set. Sellers, even the

largest national retailers, distributors, wholesalers, and importers, have
no fiability for the harm caused by the products they se_ in Texas. They
cannot be held accouutabl_ so long as they can identify the "responsible"
manufacturer in court.

I_s too late to hdp Hayden. Every day, howeve_ more children and
thor families are put at risk by unsafe products manufactured in for_gn

countries. I hope that our Texas legiflature will one day see fit to lim_

the protection of the "innocent ret_ler" law to the "morn and pop" _ores
that this law was originally intended to protect. National retailers and

large corporations are in a position to requ_e that the products which
they import and sell meet minimum safety standards and are adequately
insured. ThOr nationwide advertising campaigns encourage us to trust

thor product_ and the Texas legi_ature should allow us to hold them
accountable for our trusL When no one is accountable, no one is safe.

Sincerely,

Randell (Randy) C. Roberts

Roberts & Roberts



Each yeaL more than lOO,OOOchildren are hu_ by toys. Someare
seriously injured. Someevendie. Theseinjuries do not haveto happen.
TheConsumerProductSafetyComm_on hasofferedthe following safety
tips for buying safetoys:
Pay A_ention To Age Labeling

Toys are often lab_ed according to the ages of children who can use

them safely. For in_ance, "For Ages Three and Ove_ means that the toy

has smail pans on which young children can choke, or

sharp p_nts, stdng_ or elastics that can injure kids

under three. It does not Mways mean that the toy is

too advanced for your bright two-year old.

Look For Small Parts

The federM government established a safe size for

toys for kids under three. A sm_l pa_ should be at

least 11/4 inches in diameter and 21/4 inches long. Any

pa_ smaller than this, or which might break into

pieces smaller than this, is a potenfi_ choking hazard.

Check For Sharp Points And Edges

New toys intended for children under _ght years of age should, by

regulation, be sold _ee of sharp points as well as sharp glass and met_

edges. Kids, howeve_ love to throw their toys, or they may leave them

where they can fall on them. Watch out for toys with glass or easily
breakable plastic that will form a sharp point or edge when broken.

Watch Out For Cords And Strings

Toys with long strings or cords may be very dangerous for infants and

very young children. The cords may become wrapped around an infan_s

neck, cau_ng strangulation. Never buy toys with long strings, cords,

loop_ or ribbons to hang in cribs or playpens where children can become
entangled.

Sma_ toys are BIG business. Our product safety laws require that
toys be designed safely not only for their intended use by our children

but also for their reasonably foreseeable misuse. The next time someone

tells you that we need to weaken our product safety laws, remember
what is at stake.

Our Attorneys Specialize in RepresenHng VieHms of:

• Bodily Injury and Wrongful Death

• Truck, Auto, and Motorcycle Acciden_

• Unsafe Equipment, Products and Toys

• Toxic Chemical Exposures

• Unsafe Medical Devices and Drugs

• Watercraft and Swimming Acciden_
• Unsafe Premises

• Insurance Clams

• Industrial and Construction Accidents

• Falls, Fires, and Electrical Accidents

• Sports, GLm_ and Recreational Accidents

• Profcs_onal Malpractice, Including
Legal Malpractice

• Off Fidd Accidents

• Nur_ng Home Neglect

• On-The-Job Injuries

THE INITIAL CONSULTATION IS FREE.

The a_orney's fee b a p_centage _your recovery. You are not obligated _ pay any a_orney's fee,

cou_ costs, or o_er leg_ expenses u_ess you are compens_e&

If you know of someone who is injured, call Roberts & Roberts...

903-597-6000AncallsThe caU coStSare answered 24 hourSwvw.RobertsLawFirm.comy°u nothing. It° 1-800"248"6000cana day,mean7 days a week.everything" _
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RANDELL (RANDY) C. ROBERTS

Randy has been recog_zed _ Time,
Newsweek, Ladies Home Journal,

and the Texas Lawyer as well as on
CNN and NBC's D_eline _r _s

rde _ uncovering the documents
th_ _d _ the rec_l of the _re_one

Ra_ ATX and Wilderness Hnes

of tires. His ground breaking case

ag_n_ _re_one _ _ured _

McGraw-Hill's college _book on corporate crime entitled

Cdm_dogy and the Cdm_ Justice Sys_m. Randy has

been named a "Texas Super Lawyer" by Texas Monthly

because of _s success in representing peo_e injured by

unsa_ produ_s. He is Board Ce_ified _ Pe_on_ I_ury

Trial Law by the Texas Board of Leg_ Spedalization.

BRUCE L. ROBERTS

Bruce attended the University of

Texas School of Law, graduating

in 198L After working for a year

in the Tw_Rh Court of AppeNs

for the State of Texa_ he joined

his brother in forming the law
firm now known as Roberts &

Roberts. In addition to being

Board Certified in Personal Injury Tdal Law by the

Texas Board of Legal Spedalization, he has also been

recognized as a Civil Trial Advocate by the National

Board of Civil Tdal Advocacy. He is a member of the

State Bar College of the State of Texas.

H_271 _ ToLongvi_L To Gilmer
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i To Kilgore
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To Hende_on

KAREN R, ROBERTS

Karen received her J.D. in _994. She

devotes her practice to representing

people injured by unsafe practices

and products. She serves as a
Trustee with ATLA's National

College of Advocacy (NCA) and has
attained the status of "Fellow" with

the NCA. She _ Chair of the Texas

Trial Lawyers Board of Advocates. Karen _ also a member

of the Co_ege of the State Bar of Texas, an honorary sodety

chartered by the Supreme Court of Texas.

lEAN W. HESTER

Scan a_ended Baylor University Law
School where he earned his Doctorate

of Jurisprudence (J.D.) in 199_.

Scan practiced law as a solo

practitioner representing injured

people for many years before joining
the law firm of Robe,s & Robe,s. In

addition to trying hwsuit_ Scan has

handled severM appeMa Scan was s_e_ed as a "Texas Super

Lawyer-Rising Star" by Texas Monthly which _ an honor

given to only _.5% of Texas A_orneys each yea_ Scan is Board

Ce_ified in Person_ Injury Trial Law by the Texas Board of

Leg_ Spedalization.

STEVENS. SCHULTE

Steven rec_ved a Doctorate of

Jurisprudence (J.D.) and a Master
of Laws (LLM.) in Taxation _om

Southern Methodist University's
Dedman Scho_ of Law in 2005 and

in 20o6 respectively. While in law

scho_, Steven pa_idpated in the

SMU civil _g_ clinic as a student

attorney and as chef counsd. In addition to the civil
clini_ Steven served as a leg_ research assistant for a s_e

pract_ioner in Dallas, Texa_ Steven _so has experience

working as an extern with the Un_ed States Department of
Justic_ Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearm_

-__-_"_'-'--_-'- _--_-_Loca_dbesMe BergfeM Pa_ on Broadway.'--_ _
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• CIRCULARSAWS- Robe_BachToMCo_. has_calledapprofimately
811,OOOS_lbrandci_d_ sawsbeousethe _iggersxfit_on bebckedonor
• esxfit_on beturnedonxfitho_theuse_the sMe_lockout.Thiscancause
unexpe_edoperation_the _w, posingarisk_laceratiomThemollaffec_SE1
brandcircularsaws_fi_modelnumbe_565_5700,5750,and5755.Themodal
numb_andda_ codea_ printedonthe name_ate_catedon the_o_ _ the
saw.The_olI includ_the folloxfingdate_des: a8_a9a_; 381Ol-39a31;
481o_49_3_58_59a3_ and68_69a_. Hease_nta_ Robe_BoschToM
Co_.forinst_ctionsonreceMnga_eerepair.
• FISHER-PRICETOYS- Esher Price_m has molledapproxima_
96Zooochildren'stoysbeouse they a_ co_ed xfithpai_ th_ _ntaius
exce_ivelevels_lead.Lead_ to_cffing_tedbyyoungchildrenandcanouse
adve_ehe_ effects.Ther_allaffects83differentfigur_andtoys,including
SesameStreet,Do_ theKxptorer,Elmo,andErnie.Thee fignr_andtoyswere
manufacturedbe_veenAp_ 19,_oo7andJu__ _oo7,andwe_sold_one_ _
pa_ofsets.Thetoysmayhaveadatecodebeh_'eenlo9-7LFand187-7LFmarked
ontheproduct_ packaging.Fisher-PriceInc.xfill_ve_nsume_whoretu_the
toysavoucherforareplaceme_toyup_ thevalue_the re_ed product.
• DIE-CASTTOYCARS- Ma_ellInc.hasreo!ledappm_m_elya53,ooo
"Sa_e"_e-casttoyo_ be_u_ suffa_pain_on_e toys_dd containbad
levels_ exce_offedmlstandards.Lead_ to_cifingestedbyyoungchOSenand
cancauseadve_ehealtheffects.Therec_ledtoyIoo_ likea milita_jeep,and
measu_sabouta _ch_ _ngby1_ch _ghbyI inchxfide.RhasthemarEngs
"7EA"and°China"onthebosom.The"Sarge"toyor _soldalone_ _ apac_ge
_vo, andmayhavetheproductnumberM1253(forsingleo_) andK59_5(for
o_ sad _ a _0 printedonthepa_a_ng.Consume_x_llneed_ _m the
product_ recei_a_placeme_toy.
• OUTI)OORLOUNGECHA1RS- LGSou_ingInc.has_oltedapp_xim_ely
6,000GardenT_asuresCloud9Beyondoutdoorloungechai_beousethecha_
on breakwhen_ thereclinedposition,posinga f_l baird _ _nsumers.The
moddsaffededby the _11 areGardenT_a_r_ Ooud9 Beyondou_oor
loungechai__ _n xfitha lightsteal_ame,clothseat,a pillow_ theh_t,
andan adj_tab_sunfisor.The_oll_ _ we_sold_ Lowe_retailoutl_
_or_ natiomride_omDecemberaoo6throughApril_oo7forabout$60.Please
conta_a Lowe_retailoufl_sto_fora _ll _n&
• SLEEPICRIBFOAMblAqTRESSES- _okke LLChas _olled
app_xim_ely1,ooocribmaRr_sesbe_u_ theyarenotproperlysi_ w_
creat_agapandpos_anen_apme_ha_ _ youngchildremThe_callaffec_
Oval-shapedSlee_cribs_th foamma_re_ soldunderthefollowingmodal
numbe_:66o3_1,66o3_o,66o3oL66o3o_66o3_,65226_65_6%65_4_
652247,and65_48._ease_ntactStokkeLLCfora_eereplaceme_ma_ress.
• SPONGEBOBSQUAREPANTSADDRESSBOOKS,JOURNALS-
MartinDesignsInc.hasreolledapproximately_5o,oooSpongeBobSquarePants
addre_booksandjournalsbeou_ thepai_on_e m_ spirM_n_ngs_
the ad_essbooksand_nals caneonta_exce_ivelevels_ lea_ w_ch,_
ing_d byyoangchil_en,on ouse adve_eheal_effe_ The_oll affec_
ad_essboo_andjou_als_th SpongeBobSquareeantscharacteronthe_o_
coverandabla_ metalspiralbinding,bearingonthebackcove_UPCnumbe_
8o773oo_o5for_e addressbookand8o773oo_6oand8o_3o755Olforthe
_umal.Co_ume_areadfised_ _movetheUPCaspro__ ownershipand
contactMartinDesignsInc.fora_H re_nd.

• PORTABLEELECTRICHEATERS- AlohaHous_varesIn_ has
recal_d appro_mately28Looo poRablede_ric heate_ becausethey
canoverheat,pos_ga firehazar&Therecallaffec_white-colored"Aloha
Breeze"potableelectricheate_ bearingthemodelnumb_o5_a6anddate
cod_ ofo_o_ o8/o5,and11/o5.Heaseco,act AlohaHousewaresInc.for
_s_uctionsonreceivinga _eereplacement.
• WEATHERRADIOS-OregonScientificInc.hasrecalledappro_mately
6_ooo weatherra_os becausethe raNoscouldfail_ _ceiveNat_n_
Weath_Servi_ alto _gnalsincm_n areas_the comatry.In theeventof
seve_weather,thisfailu_co_d putaconsumer'slifeandproperty_ risk.
Themodelsaffectedby the _oll are OregonScientificWeatherRa_os.
HeasecontactOregonScientificInc.for_struetionson returningthe _No
toreceivea _eereplacement.
• FORDVEHICLES- FordMoOrCmhas mcal_dappro_mate_3_
millionvehiel__ _x faul_speedcon_oldeactivationsxfitchesthat co_d
_ak, overheat,andcauseunderhoodfiremThemodelsaffectedbythe recall
_e _98-_ooa FordRanger;199_98 _'ownVictoria,Mereu_ Grand
Marqui_andHncdnTox_ Car;_9_1998 HncolnMarkVII_1993-1995
FordTaurusSHOx_tha_omatic_ansmis_on;1994MercuryCapri;_99_
aoo_FordExplorerandMercuryMount_neer;2OOl-aOOaFordExplorer
Spo_ and Exp_rerSpo_ Trae; 199a-1993and 199_oo3 FordE-15o-
350gasolineor natur_-g_ vehicles;_oo3E-45ogasolineor na_r_-gas
vehicle; 1993FordBronc_ 1993Ford_Seri_ gasolineor na_r_-gas
vehicle;1995-_ooaF_d F53m_home chassi_andaoo_aoo4 Ford
F-15oHghtningresolesequippedxfithspeedcontrol.Here conta_Ford
M_orCo._ _sta!l a _sed xfiringharu_s h_ the speedcon_ de_ric_
c_cuitor_ _ace thedeactivations_fitehxfitha newgeneration_fitchff
__ _und _ beleaEng.
• MAZDAB-SERIES TRUCKS- MazdaM_or Corp.has reca_ed
appro_mately7_ooo MazdaB-Seri_ trucksbecausethe speedcon_
deactivation_fitchco_d leak,overheat,andcauseanunderhoodfire.The
modelsaffectedbythe_11 are1998-_oo2MazdaB-Seriestrucksequipped
xfithaspeedcontrolsystem.Pleaseconta_yourMazdade_ersh_ _ install
a _sed _firingharness.
• SUZUKI MOTORCYCLES- AmericanSuzuE MotorCorp.has
recalledappro_mately13,4ooSuzuEmotorcyd_becau_ the idlespeed
contr_ _S¢)valvecouldremain_ the openpositioninsteadof mo_ng
_ the correctstart-uppos_o_ cau_ngthe en_ne_ idletoo_gh when
the riderresta_sthe en_ne.The_call affectsmodelsaoo7SuzukiGSX-
Pooo_ Plea_ eoma_ yourStmu_ deale_hip_ replacethe _C valve
xfithan improvedpa_, and_ replacethe deetronieeontro!mod_
• WHEELCHAIRLIFfS -TheBraunCorp.has_calledapprofim_ely
1_ooo Braunwheelchair_Rs becausethe_ thr_h_d systemsdo not
comp_ xfithfederal_afform li_ standards,and ff theyfail_ operat_
theycou_ causethe _ user_ fall_om the vehiel_The_caa affe_s
B_un wheelchair_s modelsNC_NL,andNVL,manu_etu_d be_veen
July_ aoo5 andJuly19,aoo&HeasecontactTheBraunCorp._ _pair
thewheeleha_lifts.

The inform_n in this new_e_er is e_m_ed from co_empom_ safety l_erature. The ori_nal sources are av_e upon reque_.


